
Writing 

Intent 

At St Nathaniel’s Academy, we believe that all children should recognise the value of 

writing. By the end of KS2, all children must be able to write fluently- understanding the 

related rules and conventions. It is our aim to teach children to be able to write accurately 

and meaningfully for a range of fiction and non-fiction purposes. Through our writing 

process, children will acquire and learn the skills to plan, draft and edit their written work. 

Children will support each other within this process, responding critically to their own and 

to others’ writing. Handwriting, spelling and grammar will be explicitly taught to ensure that 

children are able to understand the conventions of writing and manipulate language to 

create effects for the reader. All children will learn the cursive script and will present their 

writing in variety of ways for both Literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. Children will be 

given opportunities to write creatively drawing on their reading knowledge and for a 

purpose making writing enjoyable and developing their individual styles and confidence as 

young writers.  

 

Implementation 

We teach writing through a combination of approaches and opportunities: 
 

 Shared writing 

 Guided writing 

 Whole class modelled writing 

 Independent writing 

 Writing different text types and narrative styles. 

 Writing across a variety of curriculum areas 

 Handwriting Practice 

 Key skills 

 Writing from a variety of stimuli 

 Planning, drafting, editing and presenting 

 Using ICT 

 Writing interventions 

 

Planning 

English is a core subject in the National Curriculum and we follow the 2014 National 

Curriculum as the basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of 

study for English. We carry out curriculum planning in English in three phases; long term 

(yearly), medium term (termly) and short term (weekly) planning. All planning documents 

are located on the school network (staff drive). The long term curriculum overview is 

produced by the English coordinators for each year group and outlines the texts and genres 



that will be covered each term for every year group. Curriculum overviews for each year 

group are published on the school website. 

There is a specific focus on narrative and non-fiction writing during English lessons and 

children will experience writing opportunities across a variety of other genres during the 

wider curriculum. Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling opportunities are also planned for at 

this stage using the unit plans. Using the Teaching Sequence document for English, weekly 

flipchart planning is created using the unit plan and outline the teaching objectives matching 

the English 2014 curriculum for reading and writing. The plan also includes: differentiated 

activities and targets, support, where appropriate, key questioning and teacher assessment 

and evaluations. Planning is a working document and teachers are expected to edit and 

amend their plan accordingly during the teaching period, planning is shared with all 

classroom staff and available on request for SLT.  

Writing Lessons 

Across the whole school, all children will be taught in their mixed ability registration class. 

Staff have high expectations that all children can achieve their full potential. Teaching 

assistants work in each class, supporting all ability children, specific individuals or groups of 

children, ensuring that work is matched to the needs of the children. 

As part of the teaching sequence, reading, writing and editing and improving activities will 

be undertaken that embed the skills being taught.  

The focus of the reading activities directly relates to the outcome of the writing week. E.g. If 

the children have identified and unpicked a setting and character description within a story 

opening then the children will be expected to use this knowledge to write a story opening 

by the end of the writing sequence.  

Speaking and Listening 

At Saint Nathaniel’s Academy, pupils are taught to speak confidently, clearly and audibly in a 

range of contexts. 

o Learn to adapt spoken language, varying use and register according to purpose and 

audience. 

o Experience and participate in Talk for Writing. 

o Talking to visitors in school. 

o Learn to listen with concentration in real contexts. 

o Learn to take part in discussions, negotiations and presentations. 

o Asking questions to check understanding.  

o Develop vocabulary and build knowledge. 

o Give well-structured descriptions and explanations. 

o Participate in performance. 

Outside English lessons, the school provides a variety of opportunities to practice these 

skills. These include: school council meetings, sharing and celebration assemblies and 

opportunities to participate in local initiatives and democracy events as they arise. 

Handwriting 



It is paramount that children are rigorously taught correct letter formation from the very 

beginning of their time in school. During the foundation stage at Saint Nathaniel’s Academy, 

the children are taught to sit properly in order to have the correct posture for writing, hold a 

pencil in the correct position and develop a legible and joined handwriting style. The school 

adopts a cursive handwriting style, known to the children as ‘rainbow’ handwriting. A 

mixture of whole class, small group and individual explicit handwriting teaching is planned 

and delivered. Teachers are expected to role model the school’s handwriting style when 

marking children’s work, writing on the board and on displays around the school (see 

handwriting policy). 

Spellings 

Children are taught strategies enabling them to: 

o Spell accurately and identify reasons for mis-spellings. 

o Proof-read their spellings. 

o Recognise and use word origins, families and roots to build their skills. 

o Use dictionaries and thesauruses.  

Spelling patterns and rules are planned for and taught using the 2014 National Curriculum 

year group expectations during a weekly key skills sessions and also explicitly during English 

lessons. 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary  

Grammar, punctuation and vocabulary skills are taught explicitly during writing lessons and 

the children identify how authors have used them effectively during their reading lessons. 

Grammar and punctuation is planned and taught using the 2014 National curriculum year 

group expectations and children are expected to apply their knowledge in their writing.  

Assessment 

Teachers use assessment as an integral part of the teaching and learning process and link it 

clearly to the children’s next steps. Teachers record and track each child’s progress and use 

this to set future targets. They use a variety of formative assessment methods and 

constructive marking strategies. 

Pupils in year 2 and 6 will complete their SATs in May of each academic year providing the 

school and Local Authority with both teacher assessments and test outcomes for reading, 

writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar results. Results will be reported following the 

national guidance set by the government.  

 

 

Staff Development 

Teachers are expected to keep up to date with subject knowledge and use current materials 

that are available in school and online. Training needs are identified as a results of whole 

school monitoring and evaluation and performance management. The English coordinator 



will arrange for relevant advice information to be disseminated. Where necessary, the 

English coordinator leads or organises school based training.  

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The principal, vice principal, assistant principals and teachers monitor English. When 

priorities have been identified the senior leadership team and English coordinator construct 

an action plan which will then form the basis for any monitoring activities and will clearly 

identify when, who and what is to be monitored and how this will take place. 

Impact 
The impact on our children is that they have the knowledge and skills to be able to write 

successfully for a purpose and audience. With the implementation of the writing sequence 
being established and taught in both key stages, children are becoming more confident 

writers and have the ability to plan, draft and edit their own work. By the end of key stage 2 
children have developed a writer’s craft, they enjoy sustained writing and can manipulate 

language, grammar and punctuation to create effect. 
As all aspects of English are an integral part of the curriculum, cross curricular writing 

standards have also improved and skills taught in the English lesson are transferred into 
other subjects; this shows consolidation of skills and a deeper understanding of how and 

when to use specific language, grammar and punctuation. 
 

 

 


