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20th May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers  

 

We hope that you and all your family are keeping well.  

 

We have been working hard to follow the government guidance and draw up a suitable plan to re-open 

school on 1st June to key worker children and Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils.  

 

We want to reassure you that the health, well-being and safety of your children will always be our first 

priority and we are unapologetic in our commitment to this. As you will be aware, the re-opening of 

schools is dependent on many factors, including whether it is safe to do so and that there is clear evidence 

that the right conditions are in place.  

 

Although we hope that it will not be necessary, the DfE guidance is clear that in the event of any staffing 

and logistical issues we are to prioritise key worker families first and then year groups in the following 

order - Reception, Year 1 and then Year 6.  

 

In this letter, we will be outlining the proposed main changes to our normal routines which we have 

identified as part of our risk assessment. This letter has been sent to all families in order to keep everyone 

informed. Parents of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will receive a separate letter over the next 

couple of days, detailing arrangements for their particular class as soon as they have been clarified.  

 

 

Alteration to normal routine  What this means in practice  
Staggered start and finish times  Children will be allocated a start and finish 

time for their teaching group. It is very 

important that they stick to this time and that 

a 2m distance is kept between adults and 

children around the school gate. Only one 

parent should bring/collect their children 

to/from the school. Different year groups will 

be expected to access the site from different 

gates.   

 Reception pupils should arrive 

between 8:35-8:45am and will be 

met by staff at the bottom gate on 

Westport Road near the Main 

entrance.  Reception pupils should 

also be collected from this gate at 

2:45pm.  

 Year 1 pupils should arrive between 

9-9:15am and will be met by staff at 

the top gate on Westport Road near 

the Sports gym. Year 1 pupils should 

also be collected from this gate at 

3pm.  

 Year 6 pupils should arrive between 

9-9:15am and will be met by staff at 



 

Saint Nathaniel’s Academy 
‘Courtesy • Consideration• Respect ’ 
Principal: Mrs R Patrick 
Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-On-Trent, ST6 4JG 
T: 01782 234950 
E: admin@saintnathaniels.org.uk 
W: www.saintnathaniels.org.uk 
 

Saint Nathaniel’s Academy is operated by St. Bart’s Multi-Academy Trust, which is a charitable company limited by 

guarantee and registered in England and Wales, Company no. 8735454.   

 

Registered office is at Sussex Place, Longton, Stoke-On-Trent ST3 4TP 

the gate on Murhall Street. Year 6 

pupils will be released through the 

same gate at 3pm. 
Cleaning rotas  Our cleaning team will be increasing their 

rotas including carrying out a deep clean of 

all teaching areas each Friday afternoon 

following the collection of pupils at 1pm. 

Teaching staff will also have access to 

appropriate cleaning materials in the 

classroom. High touch points such as light 

switches will be cleaned more frequently than 

usual and doors will be wedged open where 

possible to limit the amount of ‘high touch’ 

surfaces. 
 

Current provision for vulnerable pupils and  

the children of Key workers 

Current provision for this teaching group will 

continue from June 1st.  Children should arrive 

between 9-9:15am and will be met by staff at 

the bottom gate on Westport Road near the 

Main entrance.  The children should also be 

collected at this gate at 3pm. Before and After 

school provision for key worker children will 

remain in place. The guidance does state that 

all pupils within this group who are in 

Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 should spend the 

school day with the rest of their peers within a 

year group teaching group rather than within 

the keyworker teaching group.   

Classes in use  Each teaching group will have a maximum of 

fifteen children as per the DfE guidelines and 

they will remain in the same classroom with 

the same staff as far as possible. This may not 

be your child’s usual classroom but this 

measure is necessary to limit any cross-

contamination.  

Teaching staff  Each teaching group will have either a 

teacher, a teaching assistant or both members 

of staff depending on the needs of the children 

in that group. These adults will remain with 

this group, even though this may not be your 

child’s usual class teacher or teaching 

assistant. Again, this measure is needed to 

ensure smaller teaching groups and to avoid 

cross contamination.  

Social distancing of TA  Teaching assistants will be allocated to certain 
groups according to need but will still need to 

social distance. This will mean that children 
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will get the support they need but may need to 

be encouraged to work with more 

independence than usual.  

Use of stationery  School will provide children with pens, 

pencils, colouring pens etc as usual but they 

will not be able to share equipment. Individual 

packs of equipment have been put together for 

each child to keep on their desk with their 

name on. 

Marking of work  Marking of work will be limited to avoid any 

virus transmission to staff. Children will be 

able to self-mark where possible (for example 

in maths and verbal feedback will still be 

provided).  

Breaktime  Children will be encouraged to abide by social 

distancing measures at breaktimes. These 

times will be staggered according to teaching 

groups and will mainly consist of exercise 

rather than play.  

We will utilise the different outside areas to 

keep groups apart.  

Lunchtime  A school lunch can be purchased if required 

but this must be paid for in advance and 

through the cashless money system.  We are 

unable to accept cash as payment for school 

dinners at this time. Alternatively, children 

may bring their own packed lunch.  Lunches 

will be delivered to classrooms and eaten at 

desks rather than in the hall. There will be 

time for exercise and these times will be 

staggered according to teaching groups and 

will aim to comply with social distancing. 

Midday supervisors will supervise the same 

teaching group each day.  

 Pupil handwashing/sanitising times  Regular handwashing/sanitising rotas will be 

in place for teaching groups. The children will 

wash/sanitise their hands when coming into 

school, before eating, after using the 

bathroom, before leaving school and regularly 

during the school day.  

Pupil groups  Children will be split into teaching groups by 

their current class teacher. Due to the 

restrictions we cannot guarantee the children 

will be with all of their friends. Children 

cannot swap groups, once allocated due to the 

risk of cross-contamination.  

School uniform  Children who have attended school throughout 

the lockdown period have continued to wear 
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our school uniform however the guidance 

indicates that from June 1st, for at least the 

first two weeks, children should wear their 

own clothes and that these should be clean 

clothes every day. This will be an expectation 

for all pupils attending.  

Face Masks  The latest guidance is: ‘Wearing a face 

covering or face mask in schools is not 

recommended. Schools should not require 

staff, children and learners to wear face 

coverings.’  
As a school we endeavour to keep up to date 

with the latest guidance and all decisions will 

be evaluated daily and changes implemented 

as soon as they are needed.  

Online learning continuation  For those classes that are not able to return to 

school in this next phase and for those 

children whose parents do not wish for them 

to return. We will continue to provide printed 

work packs and learning activities on Class 

dojo and our school website.  

Before and After school Club At this moment we are unable to provide 

before and after school club for any pupils 

other than pupils of key workers.  

Parent communication  We will continue to communicate via our text 

messaging service, the school website, and 

through Class dojo if parents have individual 

enquiries. We recommend that parents 

communicate via email or by telephoning the 

school office whenever possible rather than 

sending letters or notes into school. Electronic 

communication is safest by far.  

Office traffic  Our school foyer is not designed for social 

distancing and we ask that parents email 

where possible or telephone when email is not 

an option. To ensure the safety of all we will 

not be allowing parents in to the school 

building at the present time.  If you need to 

collect your child during the school day this 

should be done by prior arrangement with the 

school office staff.  Your child will be 

escorted to the gate by a member of staff for 

collection by a parent. 

 

As you can see, there are many aspects that we have had to consider when thinking about re-opening for 

only limited groups. There will no doubt have to be modifications to these plans as we see how they work 

in practice. Please can I re-iterate once again that we can only minimise the risk, we cannot eliminate 

it completely.  
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Please bear with us and if you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us 

admin@saintnathaniels.org.uk  

 

Please be assured that you, your children and the whole Saint Nathaniel’s family remain in our thoughts, 

and we thank you once again for your patience, support and understanding during these uncertain times. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs R Patrick 

Principal 

 


