
Reading 

Intent 

At Saint Nathaniel’s Academy we want our children to be passionate readers and our role is to instil 

and nurture this love of reading for all our pupils. We want children to be able to confidently decode 

using phonics from an early age in order to become fluent and expressive readers. Children will also 

be able to understand and infer meaning from the books they read. Children will experience both 

fiction and non-fiction texts across many genres and will confidently share their reading preferences 

with others making reference to favourite authors, themes and characters. We have an extensive 

and exciting range of school guided and home reading books for the children to read and well-

stocked classroom libraries. Our aim is to provide books that are both stimulating and challenging 

that children care for, use and value. Through promoting great readers children will understand the 

link between reading and writing and the two will entwine together not only in Literacy but across all 

other curriculum areas ensuring children have the reading ability to research and access information 

for other subjects. 

 

Implementation 

We teach reading through a combination of approaches: 

 Developing awareness and understanding of print 

 Systematic teaching and learning of phonics 

 Developing sight vocabulary 

 Developing decoding skills 

 Whole class shared/modelling of reading 

 Guided reading in groups – teacher or teaching assistant leading 

Whole class guided reading – focus on the reading domains 

 1:1 reading 

 Paired reading -     peer to peer 

- KS2 to KS1 

- More able to less able child 

 Independent reading both at school and at home 

 Accelerated Reader 

 Class and School library use 

 Teaching of comprehension 

 Reading interventions 

 

Phonics 

The approach we use to teach Phonics at Saint Nathaniel’s Academy is by following the 

‘Letters and Sounds’ planning guidance. Phonics is taught daily in nursery, reception, year 1 

and year 2 and children are expected to achieve phase 6 by the end of year 2. In year 1, 

pupils will complete a ‘phonics screening check’ and are expected to read real and nonsense 



words to show that they are able to read phase 5 sounds accurately. Teachers plan using the 

same school planning template and the teaching of phonics is monitored by our phonics co-

ordinator. Children are assessed regularly against the expectations of the phase that has 

been delivered to them and teachers will then target their needs for the next phase of 

phonics teaching they will receive. Children will receive phonics reading books to support 

their learning of the phase they are currently working within and staff provide further 

support where required for children not meeting their expected targets. Our phonics 

lessons provide an exciting, challenging and fun environment to learn reading and spelling 

patterns essential to their English development.  

Shared Reading  

This is planned for and takes place during English lessons, although children also read shared 

texts in other curriculum areas. The difference between this and shared reading in an 

English lesson is that specific reading skills and strategies  are modelled and taught in 

English lessons, using big books or texts displayed on the interactive whiteboard. Shared 

reading is also used to teach different genre types, an author’s use of language and to widen 

the children’s vocabulary. During shared reading, the children can access a text which may 

be challenging to the individual but with discussion, helping them to gain a deeper 

understanding of the text. Shared reading always has a specific learning objective, success 

criteria and all abilities are included, through differentiated questions.  

Guided Reading 

Key Stage One 

Guided Reading in Key Stage One takes place for 20 minutes four days a week. These 

sessions can vary from whole class, shared text and targeted group work with a text at the 

level that meets each child’s reading need. Each session is planned around the different 

skills of reading and understanding and a series of reading activities to meet the objectives 

are modelled and completed. These include comprehension style questions, decoding 

activities and activities to broaden vocabulary. Work in Guided Reading books is marked 

against the objectives using the school’s marking policy. Group or individual work is 

recorded on the Guided Reading record sheets, against each child’s targeted reading 

objectives. 

Key Stage Two 

Guided Reading in Key Stage Two lasts for 20 minutes, four times a week. These sessions 

can vary from whole class, shared text and targeted group work with a whole class text 

focus with questions differentiated to meet the needs of each child. Each session is planned 

around the reading domains and a series of reading activities to meet the objective are 

unpicked and modelled and shared answers take place. These include comprehension style 

questions, decoding activities and activities to broaden vocabulary. Work in Guided Reading 

books is marked against the objective domain using the school’s marking policy.  

Independent Reading 



Children need to be given the opportunity and encouragement to read independently in 

order to build confidence, stamina and fluency. At Saint Nathaniel’s Academy, teachers plan 

opportunities for independent reading during sessions of Literacy teaching and in other 

areas of the curriculum. Pupils practise and extend their reading; they select texts under the 

guidance of the teacher or teaching assistant for independent and home/school reading. 

Teachers monitor independent reading and discuss progress with individual pupils on a 

regular basis. 

All teachers are responsible for providing a stimulating reading environment, promoting 

book ownership and recommending books to pupils. Classroom and corridor displays are 

language rich and have a library area that promotes a love of authors and books.  

Accelerated Reading 

All children from year 2 through to year 6 have access to the online reading programme, 

Accelerated Reading. Initially, at the start of each academic year, children complete an 

online diagnostic reading assessment to assess their reading age, ability, comprehension 

and language understanding. Each child is then given a ‘colour band’ in which they can 

choose books from in the school library and class reading areas. When children have read 

their book, they independently use the class computers to take a quiz about the book they 

have read. Children’s scores and progress are recorded on the online system and help to 

assess children’s reading progress. Children take a further online diagnostic reading 

assessment at the end of each term to assess their progress and their reading ‘band’ is 

changed accordingly. 

Reading Interventions 

All pupil premium children receive additional reading from adults to ensure they are 

receiving quality 1 to 1 reading time to work on their individual reading targets. In addition 

to this, any children who are working below their age related expectations, receive extra 

support and intervention programmes to support their learning in reading. These children 

will be identified by the class teacher or SLT during half-termly pupil progress meetings. 

Intervention programmes include: extra 1-1 reading and guided reading sessions.  

Reading at home 

Reading at home is regarded as an important part of reading development. Parents are 

encouraged to hear their children read regularly and respond to their child’s reading 

through the use of the planner. The school’s expectation, which is shared with parents, is 

that children should read with an adult at home at least 3 times a week and a comment 

written into the child’s planner. The school supports parents and carers with home reading 

by running parent workshops to offer guidance to how to best encourage and help children 

to read. These sessions provide parents with ideas, resources, questions and strategies to 

use at home to get the most out of reading with their child. The school also provides reading 

packs for parents with support for helping their children at home with phonics, reading and 

questioning. 

Library  



Our school library offers the children the opportunity for wider reading through borrowing a 

variety of books. The library is stocked with a variety of texts from different publishers: 

o Rigby Star Guided Reading 

o Collins Big Cat 

o Oxford Reading Tree 

o Accelerated Reading programme 

o Fiction and non-fiction  

The class library is an important resource and pupils are taught to use it appropriately.  

Assessment of Reading 

Reading assessments are made by teachers and teaching assistants during every guided 

reading session against each domain covered. Teachers also assess children’s reading skills 

during reading lessons and assess their independent reading skills linked to National 

Curriculum objectives. Independent work completed during these sessions is part of the unit 

of lessons in their English books. 

During assessment week, at the end of each term, teachers will update the children’s DC Pro 

data using all their formative assessment records. As part of the summative assessment, to 

back up the teacher assessment, children will complete a SATS style reading paper. The 

results are analysed and are then used to set targets for children’s next steps and also used 

to inform future teaching sequences. 

Children are informed of their own targets for learning and supported to make progress 

towards them. Children who are identified as needing a Barriers to Learning conversation, 

are also involved in setting their own steps to success and encouraged to review their 

targets in their 1-1 ‘barriers to learning’ conversations with teachers. 

 

Impact  

Attainment in reading is measured using the statutory assessments at the end of Key Stage 

One and Two. These results are measured against the reading attainment of children 

nationally, attainment in phonics is measured by the Phonics Screening Test at the end of 

Year 1.  However, we firmly believe that reading is the key to all learning and so the impact 

of our reading curriculum goes beyond the results of the statutory assessments. Our 

children can read, explore and enjoy the enchanting world of books. They are able to read 

aloud confidently to others with expression and intonation. The children at St Nathaniel’s 

can interpret and infer books across all genres and regularly share their experiences of 

reading with other children, talking about the characters and authors they love. The children 

acquire and understand language that without texts they would never be exposed to and 

use their reading abilities to enhance their writing content.  

 

 


